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He also said that there was a scarcity of grain and fodder,
that the Arabs were endeavouring to stop the supply of barley,
wheat, and straw, and that when any of the soldiers went out
into the villages they were killed by the Arabs. Ibn 'Othman
had penetrated so far that he could not withdraw ; his cavalry
horses were roaming about eating the leaves of trees, and were
much emaciated. On the same day Khuda Birdi, Governor of
Alexandria, also arrived; he had gone there to carry out
what had been settled; and Amir Khair Bey, the architect,
also arrived. He had been to the fortress of Rashid to see
about the repair of the wall and the towers.

On the same day the Sultan conferred a robe of honour on
a Turk named Mai Bai al-Musharref, and appointed him to be
personal steward instead of Kansuh al-Ashrafi, killed in the
engagement with Ibn 'Othman.

On Tuesday, the 9th, a quarrel occurred between al-Zeini
Berekat Ibn Musa and Sheikh Abu al-Su'ud, which arose thus.
A certain tanner and dealer in skins named Damrawi agreed
about the sale of some skins; Ibn Musa acted wrongfully
towards him, and a quarrel was started between them. Ibn
Musa determined to arrest him. Then Damrawi went to
Sheikh Abu al-Sucud and implored his protection. The latter
sent an abusive letter to Ibn Musa on the subject, which he
took no notice of, but kept him waiting about the matter.

Then the Sheikh summoned Ibn Musa, and on his appearing
before him at Kaum al-Jarih the Sheikh reproved him sharply,
saying : " You dog, how you do oppress the Faithful! " This
infuriated Ibn Musa, who left his presence in anger. So the
Sheikh ordered his head to be uncovered, and that he be
beaten with shoes on the head and body till he nearly died.
Then after securing him he sent for Amir 'Allan, the Chief
Dawadar, and said to him, " Put him in irons and go and
consult the Sultan about him, and inform him that the man
is injuring the Faithful." The Sultan on hearing the case
sent to Sheikh Abu Su'ud, telling him to act as he thought fit
in the matter. The latter ordered Ibn Musa to be publicly